
How We Teach It

Engage with History
Get your students motivated to 
learn about their history and 
the history of the United States. 
This course has been designed 
to prepare students to become 
discerning citizens who can 
think critically about the events of 
history and learn from the successes 
and failures of the past to make wise 
decisions for today. To do this, students 
will survey the major events that have 
shaped American history, paying special 
attention to cultural shifts and influences. In each step 
of this journey, they will interact and engage with details 
of events so they can understand the context and the 
relationship it has to history.

Student Edition

Presidents of the  
Growing Nation
Garfield and Arthur

In 1880 the Republican candidate, James Garfield, was elected 
president. Unfortunately, Garfield’s time in office would be shorter 
than any president except William Henry Harrison.

Four months after taking office, Garfield was leaving the White 
House to vacation on the New Jersey seashore. On July 2, 1881, he 
walked through the railway station in Washington, DC, to board 
his train. Charles Guiteau, an unsuccessful applicant for a govern-
ment job, fired two shots from a revolver before being wrestled to 
the ground. One bullet grazed the president’s shoulder. The other 
struck him in the back. The first doctors examined the wound in the 
president’s back with their fingers and a metal probe. They could not 
find the bullet but assumed that it was somewhere in his abdomen. 
Garfield, in great pain, complained of numbness in his legs and feet. 

Garfield was moved to the White House, and other doctors were 
consulted. Over a dozen examined him, most of them exploring the 
wound repeatedly with either their fingers or unsteril-
ized instruments. By the time Garfield died on 
September 19, the doctors had turned what 
was initially a three-inch-deep wound into 
a twenty-inch-long infected gash as they 
repeatedly searched for the bullet. After 
his death, the bullet was finally located. 
It had narrowly missed his spinal col-
umn and come to rest behind his pan-
creas. Garfield had lived seventy-nine 
days after the shooting and had been in 
office a total of two hundred days.

Guiteau, the assassin, had a history of 
mental problems. He had a very minor role 
on the Garfield presidential campaign, but the 
president would not appoint him as a representative 
to France, a position Guiteau thought he deserved. At his trial, he 
claimed that the president’s doctors, not he, were responsible for the 
president’s death. Nevertheless, the jury found him guilty of murder, 
and he was hanged on June 30, 1882.

Chester A. Arthur
Born October 5, 1829

Died November 18, 1886

Home state New York (born in Vermont)

Wife Ellen Lewis Herndon

Church Episcopalian

Occupations teacher, lawyer

Party Republican

Years served 
as president 1881–85

Terms partial (almost 1 full term)

Vice  
president none

James Garfield
Born November 19, 1831

Died September 19, 1881

Home state Ohio

Wife Lucretia Rudolph

Church Disciples of Christ

Occupations carpenter, teacher,  
lay preacher

Party Republican

Years served 
as president 1881

Terms partial (assassinated)

Vice  
president Chester A. Arthur
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Because of his strange 
behavior, doctors removed 
Guiteau’s brain (after his 
death) in order to study it. 
Parts of it are preserved 
in a jar at a Philadelphia 
museum.

 �Garfield was the second president 
to be assassinated.
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Inventions, such as Alexander Graham 

Bell’s telephone in 1876, led to new 
industries and major changes in 
American life. The increased use of 
electricity was especially beneficial 
to the advancement of both  

industry and technology. 

For the railroad industry, no 
invention was more important 
than George Westinghouse’s 
air brake for trains. That 1869 
invention saved many lives and 
prevented the loss of thousands 

of dollars’ worth of property.

George  
Pullman  
made long  
train trips more  
comfortable by inventing the 
Pullman car, which contained 
sleeping compartments.

Thomas Edison promoted gener- 
ating electricity for practical uses. 
The harnessing of electricity led 
him to invent numerous electrical 
appliances. His incandescent light 
bulb was among the most import-
ant of his 1,093 patented inventions. 
Edison once commented, “There is 
no substitute for hard work.”

Inventions
Another critical ingredient in the development of Ameri can in-

dustry was technology—scientific inventions and improved methods 
of doing things. A strong work ethic, determination, and the absence 
of extensive government restrictions resulted in Americans’ remark- 
able ability to innovate. Americans, often without intending to, 
fulfilled God’s command in Genesis to “subdue” the earth and “have 
dominion over” it. Innovations improved the lives of an increasing 
number of people. Hundreds of inventors made important contribu-
tions to American industry. 

 1. What factors contributed to a better, 
more efficient railroad system?

 2. What major areas did Cornelius 
Vanderbilt want to connect by rail?

 3. From what city did the Union 
Pacific railroad company build 
westward? From what city did the 
Central Pacific railroad company 
build eastward?

 4. What difficulties did the railroad 
companies that built the first trans-
continental railroad face?

 5. Who showed that a high-quality 
railroad could be built using only 
private funds? Which railroad did 
he create?

  6.  Who invented each of the following? 
Which do you think was most  
important? Why?

 a. telephone
 b. incandescent light bulb
 c. sleeper compartments for trains
 d. air brake for trains

SECTION REVIEW 16.2

Overall, advances in technology improved most Americans’ 
standard of living. Nonetheless, success led to certain dangers. A 
growing number of people put financial wealth above love for God. 
Some businesses gave more attention to profits than safe working 
conditions and just wages. In addition, some Americans came to 
believe that technology could solve most, if not all, problems. They 
looked to inventors and scientists rather than to God and His Word 
for answers. When scientists disagreed with Scripture, the Bible was 
sometimes rejected in favor of scientific theories. 
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CHAPTER 16   | The Rise of Industrialism

Edison stated, 
“Genius is 1 percent 
inspiration and  
99 percent 
perspiration.”

Engaging Design
Students will encounter information in manageable 
sections, with a new design that interspaces text-based 
info-boxes with pictures, graphs, and charts that call out 
tangible and visual elements of history and culture.

Balanced Presentations
Students will explore both sides of controversial issues 
from American history so they can apply a Biblical 
worldview to evaluate and understand these topics. 
Callouts, activities, and info-boxes will help students apply 
lessons from the past to current and culturally relevant 
controversies.

Engagement with Primary and  
Secondary Sources
In the activities, students will meet historical figures as 
they navigate both political and cultural trends. Historical 
documents, letters, newspaper articles, and other primary 
and secondary sources help them understand how events 
affected the culture in America.

Interactive Learning Opportunities
Teachers can draw from activities and options that help 
students to read, process, and use information. Students 
will find interactive maps, charts, and visual timelines 
in the activities, and teachers will find options for 
collaborative activities in the teacher edition.

Student Edition
The student edition provides an overview of the 
founding, development, and growth of the United 
States as a nation. The journey begins with Native 
American cultures and the first contacts with 
European travelers and ends with the inauguration of 
President Biden. Along the way, students will practice 
and apply map reading skills, observe and discuss 
cultural developments, and use a variety of social 
studies skills to become student historians. Engaging 
with American history thoughtfully will enable 
students to use the events of the past to make wise 
decisions for the future.

Teacher Edition
The teacher edition provides resources and 
suggestions for guiding students through American 
history. Teachers can use the lesson plans and 
teaching strategies to create a customized learning 
experience for students. They will find a variety of 
suggested activities for developing skills, engaging 
students, and enriching material. Also included are 
topics for discussions, ideas for collaborative activities, 
and links to additional resources.

Activities
Teachers and students will find curated, 
engaging, and interactive activities that align 
with and enhance lessons in the student 
edition. Students will find primary and 
secondary source activities, activities 
requiring them to analyze and use 
statistics, timelines showing the 
relationships between events, 
and much more.

Also available: activities answer 
key, assessments, and assessments 
answer key.

Materials

Activities
Name 
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Sections 9.3–9.4

CHAPTER 09

Activity 4
The War of 1812
Cause and Effect

Cut out the tabs at the bottom of the page and glue each under the correct heading.
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Causes of the War
British and French blockades and seizing of American ships

impressment

the Chesapeake affair

British encouragement of Indians to fight Americans

War Hawks

Effects of the War
increased respect for the United States

greater sense of patriotism

new heroes

more industries developed

freedom from European conflict

decline of the Federalists

UNIT

Facing New 
Challenges

7
24 RECOVERY, COLD WAR, AND COEXISTENCE

25 THE TURBULENT SIXTIES AND SEVENTIES

26 THE POLITICAL PENDULUM

27 THE NEW MILLENNIUM

The presidential helicopter, Marine One, 
approaches the White House.

Korean War
1950–53

Alaska statehood
1959

Hawaii statehood
1959

Civil Rights Act
1964

Terrorist Attacks 
by al-Qaeda on the 

United States
2001

Donald Trump 
inaugurated

2017

Roe v. Wade
1973

NATO founded
1949

Assassination of  
John F. Kennedy
1963

Resignation of  
Richard Nixon
1974

Persian Gulf War
1991

Barack Obama, first 
African American 
president, inaugurated
2009

Joseph Biden 
inaugurated
2021

Gulf of Tonkin  
Resolution
1964

Brown v. Board  
of Education
1954

1950

1955

1960

1965

1970

1975

1980

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020


