
A Single Story Unfolds in the Old Testament
This new elementary Bible course doesn’t focus on isolated Bible stories that teach a theme. Rather, it unfolds 
the Scriptures so that each story reveals a larger whole. Students will trace the theme of redemption as re-
vealed in the Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and New Covenants.

Developing Bible Study Skills
The teacher edition and the student worktext will help students  
develop inductive Bible study skills. Students will read from the 
Bible rather than merely hearing retellings of biblical passages. 
Activities based around those Bible passages will require them to 
observe, interpret, and apply the Scriptures.

Making Application
This course focuses not only on student understanding but 
also on affective engagement. As they learn more about the 
Word of God, students will be encouraged to internalize its 
teachings, applying them and defending them in the world.
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Number the sequence 1–8 in story order.

4  Joseph was sent to prison.
7  Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dream.
1  Joseph told his father and brother about his two dreams.
3  Potiphar’s wife lied about Joseph.
6  The cupbearer forgot about his promise to Joseph.
8  Pharaoh made Joseph a ruler over Egypt.
2  Judah suggested his brothers sell Joseph as a slave.
5  Joseph interpreted the dreams of two prisoners.

Circle yes or no to answer the question. Write an event in Joseph’s life to support your 
answer.

 9. Does God know all things?  yes  or  no
  God revealed to a teenage Joseph that his brothers would one day bow down to him.

 10. Can anything stop God from keeping His promises?  yes  or  no
  Joseph’s brothers bowed down to him as a ruler in Egypt, even though they had sold him into

  slavery.

 11. Does God reward the righteous?  yes  or  no
  Even though Joseph was treated badly, lied about, and forgotten, God made him a ruler.

 12. Did God use trials in Joseph’s life to make Joseph wise?  yes  or  no
  God taught Joseph to treat his brothers as he would like to have been treated rather than 

  treating them with the same unkindness that he received from them.

Write in your journal about how you treated someone who treated you  
unkindly or unfairly. Write what you learned from Joseph about  
responding to unfair treatment.
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glory: to give honor or respect  
to someone or something

Lesson Focus: God delivers His  
people and humbles His enemies.

Pharaoh’s Hard Heart 
and God’s Glory

Exodus 5–14

Memory: Exodus 19:3

Lessons 47–48

God‘s Glory Is Seen through His Power

Write the two most important events that showed God’s power during the Exodus.

“For I will pass 
through the land 
of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all 
the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both 
man and beast; 
and against all the 
gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgement: 
I am the LORD.” 
(Exodus 12:12)

God instructed Moses to lift up his rod, 
and stretch out his hand to divide the 
Red Sea. God received honor when the 
Egyptians saw His judgment on Pharaoh 
and his army. (Exodus 14:16, 18)

 ◆ death of the firstborn  ◆ Red Sea crossing

Exodus 5:1–2
And afterward Moses and 

Aaron went in, and told 
Pharaoh, “Thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, Let my people go, 
that they may hold a feast unto 

me in the wilderness.” And 
Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, 
that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go? I know not the LORD, 

neither will I let Israel go.”

Bible 4: The Pathway of Promise
This age-appropriate program reveals how the Old Testament books 
fit together to tell a single, connected story. As students follow that 
narrative, they will see the Old Testament not as a collection of Bible 
stories, but as the first several acts in the Bible’s story. Students will 
trace this story from Creation and the Fall through the unfolding 
theme of Redemption in the accounts of Noah, Abraham, Moses, and 
the nation of Israel. The course also includes two instructional strands: 
Bible study and apologetics. Students will learn to use the inductive 
Bible study approach through observation, interpretation, and appli-
cation. They will also practice defending the Bible as the only inspired 
and authoritative message from God.

Parts and pieces include the teacher edition, the student worktext, 
assessments, and the assessments answer key.

3Bible 4: The Pathway of Promise
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Lesson 1

The Story of Scripture:  
Creation, Fall, Redemption

Genesis 1–3; Revelation 21–22

Memory: Genesis 1:26

Lesson Focus: The entire Bible  
is connected in one big story.

The Big Story of the Bible 
 The Bible is divided into the Old Testament 
and the New Testament. There are thirty-nine 
books in the Old Testament and twenty-seven 
books in the New Testament, totaling sixty-
six books. Together these books form one big 
story about life on this earth with a beginning, 

middle, and end. The Bible’s big story has 
three parts: Creation, Fall, and Redemption. 
 Genesis 1–2 tell about the Creation of our 
world and everything in it. The Fall and Re-
demption—the middle and end of the Bible’s 
story—take up the whole rest of the Bible.

Beginning: Creation Middle: Fall End: Redemption

Genesis 1:31 

God created everything very good .

Genesis 3:14–19 

Sin corrupted  God’s good creation.

Genesis 3:15 

God will defeat Satan .

God will make His creation very good  again.

Listen to your teacher to complete the page.
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Teacher Edition
The teacher edition provides a clear plan for student engagement and learn-
ing. Lessons feature a variety of teaching strategies including lecture, classroom 
discussion, role-playing, Socratic questioning, and cooperative learning. The in-
structional strategies assist the teacher in making a strong tie between the Bible 
and the students’ life experiences. The overall goal of the instruction is to lead 
students to internalize biblical truth. All notes, activities, and teaching strategies 
within the teacher edition align with the educational objectives for the course.

Pictorial Timeline of Old Testament Events
The student worktext provides a helpful timeline that lays out all the major events of the Old Testament. 
The timeline uses engaging graphics to show students the whole of the story of Scripture.

Assessments
The summative assessments provided in this course align with the 
educational objectives. These assess a variety of cognitive processes 
including recall, application, analysis, and evaluation. The tests allow 
students to demonstrate their growth in critical thinking.

Chapter 3 Overview

Lesson Worktext Title Scripture Text Lesson Focus

46 79–80 God Remembered and Sent a Prophet Exodus 1–4 The Lord showed His faithfulness when He 
called and equipped His reluctant prophet.

47– 48 81–82 Pharaoh’s Hard Heart and God’s Glory Exodus 5–14 God delivers His people and humbles His 
enemies.

49 83–84 Knowing and Defending the Faith: 
Passover

The Passover celebrated the deliverance  
from Egypt and looked forward to Christ’s 
substitutionary death.

50 85–86 The Israelites Grumble After Deliverance Exodus 15:22–16:7 The sovereign Lord tests His people to show 
what is in their hearts.

51 87–88 Review: Week 9

52 89–90 The Purpose of the Law for Israel Exodus 19:1–8 God called Israel to be a kingdom of priests.

53 91–92 Ten Commandments: Part 1 Exodus 20:1–11 The greatest commandment is to love God.

54 93–94 Ten Commandments: Part 2 Exodus 20:12–21 The second greatest commandment is to love 
one’s neighbor.

55 95–96 Review: Week 10

56 Test 5

57–58 97–98 Symbolism of  the Tabernacle Exodus 25:8–30:21 God will dwell with His people, but sin  
continues to separate people from God.

59–60 99–100 Knowing and Defending the Faith: 
Foreshadowing

Many laws in the Mosaic Covenant looked 
forward to Jesus the Christ.

61 101–2 The Golden Calf: Moses Intercedes  
for Israel Exodus 32–34 God restores His people for His own glory 

because of intercession.

62 103–4 Spying Out the Land Numbers 13–14 Israel responded to God’s promise in unbelief.

63 105–6 Review: Week 11

64 107–8 Moses Lifted Up a Snake in the 
Wilderness Numbers 21:4–9 God provides deliverance even to people who 

are discontent and rebellious.

65 109–10 The Prophecies of Balaam Numbers 22–24 The Lord is sovereign to keep His covenant 
promises.

66 111–12 Total Devotion Deuteronomy 27–30 If a person loves and obeys God, then God will 
bless him eternally.

67 113–14 Review: Week 12

68 Test 6

76  Chapter 3 Overview Bible 4: The Pathway of Promise

3

God’s Covenant with Israel
God is the sovereign Lord who redeems His sinful people.

Chapter Overview
In this chapter God demonstrates His sovereign care for His 
sinful people by redeeming them. The descendants of Israel grow 
from a family into a great nation in Egypt. God, the Creator, 
uses His omnipotence over nature to devastate Egypt in order to 
glorify Himself. Students will connect God’s calling and work in 
the Israelites to the Abrahamic Covenant.
Students will also develop skill in systematic theology through 
the “Knowing and Defending the Faith” lessons.

H.A.B.I.T.
The passages selected generally correspond with the Bible lesson 
for each day. These pages may be read at home, assigned as seat-
work, or used to introduce the Bible lesson.

Ask God to teach 
you to love and 
serve Him.

Be still and listen 
as God speaks
to you through 
His Word.

Take time to look 
up words and 
ideas you do not 
understand.

Have a daily time 
set aside for Bible 
study and prayer.

Investigate the 
Scripture by ask-
ing who, what, 
when, where, 
how, and why 
questions.

H A B I T
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God sent Moses 
to deliver His 
people.

Egypt learned 
that God is the 
LORD of the 
earth.

The death of 
a lamb saved 
the life of the 
firstborn.

God spared His 
complaining 
people.

God can do 
miracles for His 
people.

Exodus 3:7–10 Exodus 8:20–23 Exodus 12:1–7, 
12–13

Exodus 15:22–27 Exodus 14:21–25

 Done  Done  Done Done Done
Israel was to be 
a kingdom of 
priests.

God gave com-
mands to live by.

We should fear 
God and not sin.

The greatest 
command is to 
love God. 

The second 
greatest com-
mand is to love 
others.

Exodus 19:1–8 Exodus 20:1–11 Exodus 20:12–21 Matthew 
22:34–38

Matthew 
22:34–40

 Done  Done  Done  Done  Done
God was pres-
ent in the 
Tabernacle.

Only Jesus can 
save sinners.

God heard 
Moses and 
stayed with His 
people.

Faith brings 
courage and 
obedience.

God is merciful, 
good, and true.

Exodus 25:1–9 Romans 8:1–4 Exodus 33:12–17 Numbers 14:1–9 Exodus 34:5–7

 Done  Done  Done  Done  Done
God provided a 
way of salvation.

Sinful Balaam 
delivered God’s 
promises.

Loving and 
obeying God 
brings blessing.

Israel cannot be 
cursed because 
God had blessed 
them.

God is Israel’s 
strength and 
leader.

Numbers 21:4–9 Numbers 
23:18–24

Deuteronomy 
28:1–10

Numbers 23:5–10 Numbers 24:2–9

 Done  Done  Done  Done  Done

God’s Covenant with Israel
God is the sovereign Lord who redeems His sinful people.

3

©
 2

01
9 

BJ
U

 P
re

ss
. R

ep
ro

du
ct

io
n 

pr
oh

ib
ite

d.
 

Chapter 3 Overview 77God’s Covenant with Israel

Student Worktext
The student worktext emphasizes the simplicity and unity of the story 
of Scripture as students learn about the Old Testament. Engaging 
exercises increase the students’ understanding and their desire to love 
and serve God. The worktext also helps the student grasp the concepts 
taught and includes important formative assessments.

Timeline Key

A
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D
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12

19

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29

C
  Jericho

 Gideon

Ruth

David & Goliath

Davidic Covenant

Temple

Idolatry & Prophets 

New Covenant

 Creation

 Adam & Eve

Fall 

Promise

Separation 

Flood

Noahic Covenant

Babel

Abrahamic Covenant

Isaac

Jacob 

Joseph in Egypt

Exodus

Mosaic Covenant

Tabernacle

Temple Destroyed

Exile to Babylon 

Temple Rebuilt

Esther

Ezra

Nehemiah
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2  Lesson 1

Lesson 1 | Worktext pages 3–4

Introduction
 y Choose volunteers to briefly summarize their favorite fiction or 
nonfiction stories.

 y Discuss elements of a story. Explain that a story is an account 
of an event or a series of events, moving from a beginning to an 
ending.

Teach for Understanding
 y Use the following questions to explore the students’ under-
standing of the Bible’s one story.
How does the story of the Bible begin? God created everything 
(Genesis 1:1).
How does the story of the Bible end? God rules over a new 
heaven and a new earth; there is no more sin, death, or crying 
(Revelation 21–22).
What happens throughout the middle of the Bible story? 
Answers could include that Adam’s sin against God brought 
death into the world and a curse upon creation; God graciously 
works to redeem all of His creation for Himself.

 y Write for display the words Creation, Fall, and Redemption.  
(These will be reused.)

 y Explain that Creation, Fall, and Redemption summarize the 
entire story of the Bible. The story of the Bible begins at Cre-
ation, moves to the Fall, and then follows God’s plan of Re-
demption through to the end.

 y Display sections of the Timeline to illustrate God’s plan. 
Though Jesus Christ, the Savior, does not come to live on 
the earth until after the Old Testament period, His coming 
is prophesied in Genesis 3:15. This prophecy is represented 
on the Timeline by the heel coming down from heaven and 
crushing the snake. It appears between Adam and Eve hiding 
under the tree and their departure from the Garden of Eden 
(Lesson 10). Redemption through Christ is further noted in 
Lessons 57–60, represented on the Timeline by Moses holding 
the tablets of the Ten Commandments, and the tabernacle that 
follows. 

 y Guide the reading of Genesis 1:1.
How far back does the Bible story go? to the beginning
With what event does the story of the Bible begin? Creation

 y Guide completion of Worktext page 3 during the discussion.
 y Explain the word Creation. 
What did God create? the heavens and the earth

 y Explain that Genesis 1:1 summarizes all of Genesis 1. The earth 
includes everything that makes up the earth (e.g., dirt, rocks, 
and water) and everything that lives on the earth.

 y Direct the students to read Genesis 1:31.
In what condition did God create everything? very good

 y Read aloud Genesis 
2:16–17. 
What did God command 
Adam to do? eat of all the 
trees in the garden
What did God say Adam 
was not allowed to do? eat 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
What was the penalty if Adam disobeyed? He would die.

 y Explain that the event of Creation begins the story of the Bible 
by describing how God created everything very good.

 y Read aloud Genesis 3:6–8.
What tree does this verse refer to? the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil
Did Adam and Eve obey God? No, they ate the fruit that God 
had said not to eat.

 y Display the word Fall. Explain that Fall refers to the time when 
sin entered God’s good creation. When Adam and Eve ate the 
fruit, they died spiritually. They descended from a position of 
perfection and innocence to a position of sinfulness and guilt. 
Making clothes from fig leaves and hiding from God’s presence 
were evidences of their spiritual death. 

 y Read aloud Genesis 3:14–19. Explain that as a penalty, God 
cursed the serpent, the woman, the man and his work, and the 
ground. Emphasize that God’s curse affected everything in the 
world and every part of every person. 

 y Explain that Fall describes how sin corrupted God’s good 
creation.

 y Display the word Redemption.
 y Invite students to define the word.

The Story of Scripture: 
Creation, Fall, Redemption

Chapter Focus
God’s good creation was damaged by man’s sin.

Lesson Focus
The entire Bible is connected in one big story.

Objectives
 y Identify the three parts of the one story of the Bible
 y Organize events in the Bible under the headings Creation, 

Fall, Redemption
 y Write a summary of the Bible that includes the ideas of  
Creation, Fall, and Redemption

Teacher Resources
 y Instructional Aid 1: Bible 4 Timeline

Materials
 y Genesis 12:3 and Matthew 1:1 for display

Memory Verse: Genesis 1:26

Bible Truths: 1–5

Encourage the students to 
follow along in their Bibles 
whenever Scripture is read 
aloud. Assist them in locating 
the Bible verses as needed.

Bible 4: The Pathway of Promise
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God Remembered and  Sent a Prophet
Exodus 1–4

Memory: Exodus 19:3

Lesson Focus: The Lord  
showed His faithfulness  
when He called and equipped  His reluctant prophet.

Lesson 46

Fill in the blanks to complete the story.
The Calling of Moses

God Keeps His Promise
 God said that He would bring His people into the Promised  Land, which He promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. By this  they would know that He is the Lord!

Raised in Egypt

Runs  from Egypt

God calls  Moses.

God assures  Moses.
I AM  the covenant Keeper.

Israelites: the descendants of  “Israel”; Jacob’s seed
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Lesson Focus: God restores His 

people for His own glory  

because of intercession.

The Golden Calf: 

Moses Intercedes for Israel
Exodus 32–34

Memory: Exodus 19:3–5

intercede: to go between two  

people bringing messages from  

one to the other to settle a  

dispute
intercession: the act of going  

between two people with  

messages to settle a dispute

Lesson 61

Fill in the blanks. 

Intercession

 The Israelites had disobeyed the second commandment 

when they made a golden  calf . The 

punishment for disobedience was death . God 

could have destroyed the people of Israel and started over 

again with Moses  and his seed.

 Moses reminded God of His covenant with 

Abraham . Moses pleaded that the Egyptians would 

not be able to say that God led His people into the wil-

derness only to destroy  them. Moses prayed 

that God would do that which would bring the most 

glory  to His name.

 God said the people would get the promised 

land  but that He would not go with them. 

Moses interceded again. God then promised to go with 

the people up  to the land.


