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Understanding Ethics
 1. Summarize how God’s character and God’s law 

should inform our ethics.
 2. Explain why redemption is necessary for ethical 

living.
 3. Explain why humility before the Creator is necessary 

to wisely discern creational norms.
 4. Summarize how the New Covenant promise of the 

Spirit and the grammar of the gospel help Christians 
to obey God’s law.

Practicing Ethical Decision-Making
 5. Scripture has a lot to say about money, but it doesn’t 

tell us whether we should purchase one brand of ten-
nis shoes or another. How would you respond in the 
following situation?
You’re interested in purchasing a new pair of tennis 
shoes, but the ones you want are manufactured by a 
company that uses slave labor.

 6. How might you utilize the biblical teaching regarding 
the Christian’s new identity in Christ to address the 
following situation?
Suppose a new Christian is tempted to lie to his 
parents. He used to lie to them regularly because he 
feared their rejection. He comes to you for advice on 
how he can be truthful with them.

Analyzing and Evaluating Ethical Claims
 7. How would you respond to the claim that God’s law 

is too restrictive of human freedom and that the only 
reason God imposes His law is because He wants to 
withhold good things from people?

 8. How would you respond to the claim that Christians 
are not obligated to keep God’s law because they are 
under grace?

 9. How would you respond to the claim that a desire to 
help people is the only motive necessary for a deed to 
be considered morally good?

 10. How would you respond to the claim that a blessed 
life only relates to spiritual blessings and does not 
have anything to do with Christians ruling on the 
earth?

Creating My Own Position  
Statements on Ethics
 11. Summarize your own position on whether people 

need Scripture to accurately discern creational norms 
for ethical living.

 12. Summarize your own position on the best way to 
motivate ethical living.

Terms to Remember
• volunteerist perspective
• covenantal identity

• wisdom
• kingdom of God

• beatific vision

Review03
Scripture Memory
Colossians 3:1–3, 12

THE ROLE OF REDEMPTION IN ETHICS

T HE R OL E OF REDEMP T ION IN E T HIC S
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Redemption and the Law
Christian ethics addresses us as whole persons—our character, motivations, 

actions, and relationships. It aims to restore the image of God in man through the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ. It neither minimizes outward conduct nor does it 
reduce morality to outward conduct. It transforms heart motivations. It recognizes 
the reciprocal relationship between character and actions (actions flow from charac-
ter and also shape character). And it provides the universal moral norms necessary 
for determining right and wrong.

Without the universal moral norms of God’s law, individuals and societies are 
bereft of an objective standard for assessing right and wrong. What is moral becomes 
a matter of personal preference or the consensus of a particular society. But these are 
ever-changing standards. The unchanging norms of Scripture provide us with the 
reliable compass we need to navigate the ethical currents of life.

Christians approach the task of ethics with an awareness of God’s character re-
vealed in creation, in His law (summarized in the Ten Commandments), and in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. We follow the Bible’s storyline so that our ethic is 
built according to the covenantal structure* of redemptive history. Then we draw on 
our new identity in Christ to apply ethics to our lives.

3.1

covenantal structure: the scaffold-
ing for the biblical storyline formed 
by a series of covenants between God 
and certain individuals in redemptive 
history, beginning with the Adamic 
Covenant and concluding with the 
New Covenant

FOUNDAT IONS FOR E T HIC S
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What Is Ethics?
Just do the right thing. Is that sufficient for you to be considered 

an ethical person? Or is ethics about something more than just 
making the right choices? How about one’s motive, like seeking 
to please God? What about the standard that guides one’s choices, 
like adhering to the Bible in obedience? Certainly, we have all done 
wrong things, made wrong choices, displeased God, and disobeyed 
the Bible’s teaching. So we all have to come to grips with this 
topic—ethics. Is an ethical decision the same thing as a moral or 
right decision? Before this question can be answered, there needs 
to be a greater understanding of what ethics is and what the stan-
dard for ethics is. We’ll get to those things in the foundations for 
ethics in Chapter 1. Ethics sounds like a good thing. But we’ll need 
to start with some definitions to begin understanding everything 
that is involved in ethics.

FOUNDATIONAL DEFINITIONS
Ethics is the branch of philosophy that studies how man ought 

to live. Ethics concerns itself with determining what is right and 
what is wrong. Ethics seeks to identify what is objectively good. 
Chapter 2 will provide a brief overview and critique of various sec-
ular ethical systems. As can be expected, there are right and wrong 
approaches to ethics.

The focus of this textbook’s discussion of ethics will be Chris-
tian, not secular. Even though the term used is ethics, the emphasis 
is on ethics from a Christian viewpoint—one flowing from a bib-
lical worldview. To truly know how to live in this world, we need a 
knowledge of God and His wisdom as revealed in His Word (Prov. 
2:6; 9:10). Any morality* that people rely on to govern themselves 
is based on something. Only Christian ethics, based on under-
standing God and His ways through Scripture, is truly ethical.

You will learn in subsequent chapters that ethics has to do with 
acts (actions that conform to God’s Word), agents (individuals 
who exemplify virtues and have certain motives), and ends (conse-
quences).1 In addition to these three elements, one must consider 
the circumstances of the ethical decision that must be made. More 
elaboration on this ethical model will be presented in Chapter 8.

Christian ethics seeks to determine how man ought to live in 
particular circumstances through studying God’s Word, discerning 
God’s creational norms,* and using moral reasoning. For the ethics 
to be truly Christian, a thorough consideration of the acts, agents, 
ends, and specific situation is necessary.

morality: often used synonymously with ethics, but can 
also refer more specifically to a society’s conclusions 
regarding what is right and what is wrong

creational norms: the design of God’s created order (the 
way things ought to be) translated into divine laws that 
govern the way human individuals and cultures ought to 
operate

Introduction to Ethics
Why is studying ethics relevant to me?

situation

acts
(principle)

agents
(person,  

motivation)

ends
(ultimate 

goal)
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Materials

Student Edition
The student edition skillfully presents the course content 
with numerous scenarios for direct application. “Thinking 
It Through” section reviews, case studies, and chapter 
reviews will help students review critical concepts and 
apply those concepts to real life encounters.

Teacher Edition
The teacher edition offers multiple methods for content 
delivery along with some options for differentiated 
instruction. Teachers will have access to enrichment 
resources, including BJU Press videos, through BJU Press 
Trove.

Activities
The Student Activities contains numerous opportunities for 
applying lesson content including a prayer journal, role-
playing interviews, and Scripture memory exercises.

Assessments
There are 13 designated unit tests for this course.

Empower Wise Living
Guide your high school students to live wisely. Ethics 
helps students to grow in virtue and think Christianly 
so that they can make wise ethical choices and 
defend the faith from a biblical worldview. Students 
will learn to compare and contrast various ethical 
systems, relate biblical wisdom to a variety of ethical 
situations, and defend biblical Christianity in a culture 
of competing truth claims and diverse lifestyles.

How We Teach It

Beginning with Reflection and Discussion 
Daily lessons begin with insightful discussions and 
reflections to enable students to review prior knowledge 
and prepare for new lesson content. Brief writing projects 
and collaborative research also serve to maximize student 
interest.

Examining from Multiple Angles
Multiple forms of instruction enable teachers to deliver 
lesson content in effective ways. Direct instruction, 
presentation of misconceptions, and classroom discussions 
help students absorb and process ethical values in 
impactful ways.

Evaluating Both Character and Circumstances
This course emphasizes a biblical view of common cultural 
issues and Christlike character development. Multiple case 
studies, doctrinal dilemmas, and ethical issues will guide 
students through assessing individuals’ choices along with 
the pressures of cultural situations.

Assessing on a Personal Level
Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate 
comprehension of lesson content. Applicational exercises, 
interviews, and Scripture memory verses will enable 
students to address complicated ethical issues with skillful 
use of scriptural principles.


