
How We Teach It
Close Reading
With the reading process approach, students are 
encouraged to understand classic literature and 
informational text on a deeper level.

Effective Questioning
Each reading starts with a Big Question that ties 
in with a biblical worldview shaping objective. 
During Reading questions appear in the margins 
for consideration while reading the text, and After 
Reading questions guide students in evaluating 
what they read.

Scaffolded Instruction
Fundamentals of Literature carefully scaffolds 
material to guide students through analysis 
and evaluation, while providing differentiated 
instruction for students who benefit from a 
different approach.

Biblical Evaluation
Throughout the text, students are encouraged to 
analyze literary works in light of biblical teaching. 
The anthology also includes Scripture, hymnology, 
and classic texts that help develop and refine a 
biblical worldview.

Materials

Complete Cyrano de BergeracBefore Reading Pages
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EDMOND ROSTAND’S HEROIC COMEDY CYRANO DE BERGERAC (1897) 
is based partly on historical fact. The real Cyrano (1619–55) was a native of 
Paris and educated in Bergerac, Gascony, a region of France whose peo-
ple boast a reputation for valor and determination. A soldier for ten years, 
severely wounded twice, Cyrano turned to a literary career. As a writer, he 
showed extraordinary talent. The great Molière (1622–73), a playwright 
widely known for his comedies, heavily borrowed from one of his two plays. 
Cyrano’s swaggering bohemian, or free-spirited, lifestyle, imaginative genius, 
and oversized nose are the main historical elements of Rostand’s character.

Rostand’s Cyrano retains these characteristics but also excels as a poet, critic, 
fighter, and friend. He has no equal with either sword or pen, gifted with 
spontaneous poetic elegance. His one physical defect—his ridiculously large 
nose—is a source of extreme sensitivity and, seemingly, of genuine pride. In 
only one area of his life does he let his weakness dishearten him. Because of 
his face, he hesitates to woo the only woman he has ever loved—his cousin, 
the beautiful, witty Roxane. As you read, examine the drama closely to see 
what tone the author adopts toward his characters. Judge according to how 
he portrays their behavior and how other characters respond to them.

AUTHOR  
Edmond Rostand, 

adapted from the translat ion  
by Gladys Thomas and Mary F. Guillemard

ILLUSTRATOR  
Michael Rogers
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THE BIG QUESTION
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GENRE
Narrative Nonfiction

AUTHOR’S CRAFT
In these excerpts from her book, Claudia 

Clark skillfully recounts the experiences of vari-
ous women who were forever affected by radium 
poisoning. Clark adeptly weaves an engaging 
narration from the writings of some of the women 
and the testimonies, memos, and transcripts criti-
cal to their case, drawing on the words and records 
of doctors, corporate men, and lawyers. Using 
characterization to bring the historical women 
to life, she shares the background of how they 
came to work in the radium industry and their 
bravery in facing unimaginable pain and cruelty.

Clark uses firsthand accounts to provide the 
thoughts and feelings of some of the affected 

women, those who tried to help them, and those 
responsible for the injustices that arose. Through 
point of view, she transports readers to the early 
1900s with vivid descriptions of American life 
at that time. These details allow readers to emo-
tionally relate to these women even without per-
sonal experience of these issues. These women, 
subjected to horrifying health problems for the 
financial benefit of radium companies, chose 
to stand and fight despite their suffering. Clark 
shows how, against all odds, they refused to give 
up, aided by supporters who were willing to op-
pose corruption to keep others from facing the 
same agony they endured.

READER’S CRAFT
Because this selection is a historical account, 

references to names, dates, and places are im-
portant to help readers understand both the time 
period and the issues at play. A great graphic 
organizer to use when reading nonfiction is the 
KWL chart. As you read this selection, consider 
what you already know (K) regarding radium, 
what you want (W) to know about it, and what 
new information you are learning (L) or can add 
to what you already know.

Continue using practices that have helped you 
in reading previous nonfiction selections. Trace 
the stories of particular characters whom the 
author references throughout the excerpts; deter-
mine what traits they display and what motivates 
them. Consider the point of view, and ask yourself 

how this element aids the author in sharing the 
stories of these women.

Look for details that help you understand why 
the women first felt comfortable working with 
radium. Then, compare and contrast the attitude 
toward radium at the beginning of the selection 
with that in later excerpts. What circumstances 
change the women’s outlook on radium? Lo-
cate other primary sources that address radium 
and compare and contrast the attitudes of those 
sources toward radium.

Finally, evaluate the response of the radium 
companies toward the girls’ illnesses and the im-
pact of the radium girls and their supporters on 
society today.

Why should I fight for change when it’s too late to help 
myself?

from Radium Girls: Women and Industrial Health 
Reform, 1910–1935

Vocabulary 
affiliation 
ceding 
coalesce 
curtail 
debilitate 
dexterity 
emanating 
exuding 
infinitesimal 
inimical 
preclude 
synchronizing
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Radium Girls: 

AUTHOR Claudia Clark

from

Women and Industrial 
Health Reform, 1910–1935

Student Edition
Filled with eye-catching art that complements the 
literary selections, the student edition includes 
engaging passages to read and analyze. This anthology 
includes well-known short stories such as “The Forty 
Thieves” and “The Most Dangerous Game,” as well 
as excerpts from Treasure Island. The student edition 
opens each unit with an Essential Question that guides 
students to think analytically about the works they 
read. Students will also create multimedia presentations 
to reflect what they have learned in the text.

Teacher Edition
This updated teacher edition has a structured pathway 
for lessons that guides teachers and students through 
the teaching cycle. It provides whole-class instruction, 
independent learning activities, and collaborative 
learning opportunities and has a wide range of 
teaching strategies in each chapter to reach most 
learners. Reading comprehension strategies are woven 
throughout each lesson to help learners comprehend 
and retain what they are reading.

Assessments
The assessments packet has 6 unit tests and 1 final 
exam. It also includes reading standardized test 
practices and comprehension quizzes. Word lists and 
vocabulary standardized test practices are also part 
of the packet. All tests and quizzes have a provided 
answer key.

RRead Thoughtfully
Using the reading process approach that questions 
students before, during, and after reading, 
Fundamentals of Literature instead teaches students 
not just to comprehend what they’re reading but 
also to analyze and reflect on it. This anthology of 
literary works includes classics such as “The Most 
Dangerous Game” and modern works such as The 
Radium Girls. Students will compare texts, evaluate 
an author’s purposes, and compare what they read 
to a biblical worldview framework as they engage 
with these selections.


