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NEW
Updates
The 3rd edition of Fundamentals of Literature adds 
the reading process approach to each lesson, 
which helps with comprehension and critical 
thinking through questioning before, during, and 
after reading. This close reading focus is a major 
instructional change. The teacher edition has 
scaffolded lessons that help students understand 
complex texts. Each unit now has a biblical 
worldview shaping theme, and new selections have 
been included to meet objectives.

Because of these changes, this edition is not compatible 
with its predecessor.

Content Updates

 • Added selections to each unit to better match the 
objectives

 • Included the reading process approach 

 • Added the teaching cycle of engage, instruct, apply, 
and assess

 • Changed organizational structure of elements to 
include themes

 • Replaced some writing assignments with some 
multimedia projects

 • Added a two-page opening illustration for each unit 
that introduces the theme and essential question

 • Deleted opening essay and Thinking Zones for each 
unit 

 • Updated the look and feel for a more contemporary 
design

 • Included differentiated instruction, clarifying notes, 
and background notes in the teacher edition

 • Reworked and expanded objectives to include biblical 
worldview shaping objectives and better align with 
state and national standards

Textbook Snapshot
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CYRANO DE BERGERAC, ACT 1 • 575

EDMOND ROSTAND’S HEROIC COMEDY CYRANO DE BERGERAC (1897) 
is based partly on historical fact. The real Cyrano (1619–55) was a native of 
Paris and educated in Bergerac, Gascony, a region of France whose peo-
ple boast a reputation for valor and determination. A soldier for ten years, 
severely wounded twice, Cyrano turned to a literary career. As a writer, he 
showed extraordinary talent. The great Molière (1622–73), a playwright 
widely known for his comedies, heavily borrowed from one of his two plays. 
Cyrano’s swaggering bohemian, or free-spirited, lifestyle, imaginative genius, 
and oversized nose are the main historical elements of Rostand’s character.

Rostand’s Cyrano retains these characteristics but also excels as a poet, critic, 
fighter, and friend. He has no equal with either sword or pen, gifted with 
spontaneous poetic elegance. His one physical defect—his ridiculously large 
nose—is a source of extreme sensitivity and, seemingly, of genuine pride. In 
only one area of his life does he let his weakness dishearten him. Because of 
his face, he hesitates to woo the only woman he has ever loved—his cousin, 
the beautiful, witty Roxane. As you read, examine the drama closely to see 
what tone the author adopts toward his characters. Judge according to how 
he portrays their behavior and how other characters respond to them.

AUTHOR  
Edmond Rostand, 

adapted from the translat ion  
by Gladys Thomas and Mary F. Guillemard

ILLUSTRATOR  
Michael Rogers

Special Features

 • After Reading pages with critical-thinking questions

 • Multimedia oral presentation student project for each unit

 • Activities to compare texts included in each unit 

 • Collaborative and independent selections to encourage 
students to engage with text independently and with their 
peers

 • Engaging contemporary selections alongside classic literature

 • Varied genres of literature to better engage students


