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NEW
Updates
This edition reflects multiple significant changes 
from the previous edition. These revisions include 
multiple textual changes, a newly integrated 
teaching strategy, and new and removed chapters. 
Multiple chapters have been added to train 
student research skills as well as various forms of 
writing.  The page count in the student worktext 
has increased from 472 to 528. New objectives 
have been added for non-grammar lessons, and 
the number of writing assignments and activities 
has increased.

Because of these changes, this edition is not 
compatible with its predecessor.

Content Updates

 • Integrated four-step teaching cycle of engage, 
instruct, apply, and assess 

 • Added objectives predominantly regarding non-
grammar lessons 

 • Added more writing assignments and activities to 
engage students in critical thinking

 • Added writing prompts and templates per customer 
feedback

 • Added Research Skills section to Chapter 3

 • Added The Internet Article section to Chapter 4

 • Added Descriptive Essay section to Chapter 6

 • Added Satirical Article section to Chapter 7

 • Added The Narrative section to Chapter 10

 • Added The Research Essay section to Chapter 13

 • Added The Cause-and-Effect Essay section to 
Chapter 15 

 • Added The Speech section to Chapter 16 

 • Added Applying Grammar section to Chapter 17 

 • Added The Eyewitness Report section to Chapter 18

 • Moved Verb Use section from Chapter 6 to Chapter 2

 • Moved Pronoun Reference section from Chapter 7 to 
Chapter 13

 • Moved Pronoun Use section from Chapter 8 to 
Chapter 17

 • Moved Adjective and Adverb Use section from 
Chapter 9 to Chapter 17

Textbook Snapshot
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Conjunctive Adverbs
When a semicolon joins two independent clauses, often a conjunctive adverb 
helps to show the exact relationship between the clauses. Conjunctive adverbs 
modify the verb in an independent clause and join that clause to another inde-
pendent clause. A conjunctive adverb can be moved within its sentence or clause 
and is usually set off by one or more commas, depending on where the conjunc-
tive adverb comes in the second clause.

In earlier years people called America’s vast grasslands the “great American 

desert”; however, today the area produces much of our country’s food.

The grasslands support running and clustering animals such as antelope;

furthermore, they provide homes for burrowing animals such as prairie dogs
and gophers.

There is only moderate to low rainfall on the prairie; prairie grasses,  

therefore, must sink their roots deep into the soil to find moisture.

The following is a list of some common conjunctive adverbs:

also in fact

besides instead

for example nevertheless

furthermore then

however therefore

Using Vivid Adjectives and Adverbs
Mark Twain once advised a young writer to kill an adjective anytime he saw one. 
When it comes to good writing, both adjectives and adverbs should be used 
sparingly. Too many adjectives and adverbs lead to cluttered writing.

Wordy: The very intensely hot sun shone brightly on the 
really dry desert plain.

Try to eliminate as many adjectives as possible by replacing them with strong 
nouns and verbs. When you do use the occasional adjective or adverb, be sure to 
avoid ones that are overused and rely instead on strong words that paint a clear 
picture in the reader’s mind.

More Vivid: The blazing sun scorched the hopelessly arid wasteland.

Adverbs
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Practice the Skill
Underline the adjectives once and the adverbs twice. Draw an arrow from each 
adjective or adverb to the word it modifies. Do not underline the articles unless an 
article is part of a possessive phrase.

 1. Many scientists built unsuccessful airplanes before brothers Orville and Wilbur Wright  

built their airplane.

 2. The brothers eagerly asked the Smithsonian Institution for a list of books on aeronautics.

 3. They read several articles by Otto Lilienthal and his American counterpart Octave Chanute.

 4. The Wrights’ first idea was a kite; however, they soon decided on building a glider.

 5. Breezy and sandy, the beaches at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, seemed nearly perfect for  

their experiments.

 6. Orville and Wilbur built a rough wind tunnel out of an old starch box.

 7. Their experimentation showed major flaws in the work of Lilienthal and Chanute;  

therefore, the brothers collected their own data.

 8. The Wrights also built an engine that would fly their plane.

 9. Amazingly, on December 17, 1903, the brothers made four successful flights.

 10. Those flights and other future flights made the brothers quite famous.

Use the Skill
Write a paragraph describing the most beautiful place you have ever visited. Be sure 
to rely mostly on strong nouns and verbs but also include a few vivid adjectives and 
adverbs.

 • Moved Capitalization section from Chapter 10 to the appendix

 • Dispersed Writing Strategies section from Chapter 15 
throughout the student worktext 

 • Moved Library Skills section from Chapter 15 to Chapter 3

 • Dispersed Study Skills section from Chapter 16 throughout the 
student worktext

 • Removed Spelling section from the student worktext appendix 

Special Features

 • New workshops titled “Lessons in Logic,” “Writing Studios,” and 
“Brush-Ups”

 • Writing assignments and activities 

 • Writing prompts and templates


